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09.30 Morning Coffee

10.00 Introduction and welcome by Camilla Serck-Hanssen

10.15 Svenn-Erik Mamelund
 Professor at Oslo Metropolitan University

 Responding to Society’s Research Needs During COVID-19

11.00 Veronika K. Pettersen
 Associate Professor at UiT The Arctic University of Norway

 Human Microbiome in Pregnancy and Early Life

11.45 Mette Halskov Hansen
 Professor and Vice-Rector at University of Oslo

 A Productive Clash of Research Traditions: 
 Studying Human Dimensions of Pollution in China

12.30 Lunch

13.30 Vadim Kimmelman
 Professor at University of Bergen

 Linguistic Research on Sign Languages and its Impact: 
 Personal Reflection

14.15 Ben Schneider
 Postdoctoral Fellow at Oslo Metropolitan University

 History and Quality of Life

15.00 Cathrine Holst
 Professor at University of Oslo

 Is There Such a Thing as Basic Research on Public Policy?

16.00  Trip to the Munch Museum

19.00  Jubilee dinner
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09.00 Morning Coffee

09.30 Jørn Øyrehagen Sunde
 Professor at University of Oslo

 An Aging Man Crosses his Tracks: 
 The Relevance of Medieval Legislation in Modern Society

10.15 Kjetil Lysne Voje
 Associate Professor at UiO Natural History Museum

 A Number is Not a Number: 
 The Importance of Measurement Theory

11.00 Bjørn Erik Reinseth
 CEO of Oslo Science Park

 How to Get More Value Creation

12.00 Lunch

13.30 NordIAS Business Meeting
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Svenn-Erik Mamelund
Professor at Oslo Metropolitan University

Responding to Society’s Research Needs During COVID-19

In this talk, I will give a brief overview of my career leading up to 
COVID-19 and argue that I would not have been in a position to 
succeed in obtaining emergency research funds, deliver relevant 
research and dissemination during COVID-19, guide students and      
receive support to lead teams and centres with a focus on excellence 
in research at my own institution and at the Centre of Advanced 
Study (CAS) if I had not had a long career doing curiosity-driven basic 
research.

Veronika K. Pettersen
Associate Professor at UiT The Arctic University of Norway

Human Microbiome in Pregnancy and Early Life

The human gastrointestinal tract houses a dense microbial 
population: the gut microbiome. Trillions of microbial cells take 
advantage of the nutrient-rich gut environment and, in return, 
provide benefits to the host physiology. Evidence suggests that these 
mainly symbiotic bacteria enhance the host’s metabolism, stimulate 
its immune system and protect against invading pathogens, among 
other functions.

Moreover, the last decade of microbiome research has shown that 
early-life exposures to microbes and their products are essential to 
human development. The microbe-host mutualism begins in utero, 
when products of maternal microbes stimulate the emerging foetal 
immune system. This function of the maternal microbiome coincides 
with its other capacities, such as supporting pregnancy physiology 
and seeding the neonatal microbiome.



Building on my Young CAS Fellow project, I will discuss the different 
functions of the maternal microbiome and how antibiotic use 
in pregnancy increases the risk of disease in children. I will also 
outline a roadmap for translational microbiome research to move 
the current understanding of host-microbe interactions during 
pregnancy and early life from the descriptive to the explanatory 
stage. Finally, I will mention approaches that exploit knowledge of 
gut microbiome functions in preventive settings.

Mette Halskov Hansen
Professor and Vice-Rector at University of Oslo

A Productive Clash of Research Traditions: 
Studying Human Dimensions of Pollution in China

Between 2015 and 2019, a team of 12 scholars from China, Norway 
and US worked closely together in a project called Airborne to 
explore and compare social, political and environmental risks of air 
pollution in Chinese rural and urban contexts. The team members 
not only came from very different research traditions developed 
over time in their particular cultural and political settings, but they 
also covered a wide span of academic disciplines from anthropology, 
China studies, political science and media science to chemistry 
and environmental engineering. The project was conceptualised as 
curiosity-driven and within the category of basic science. However, 
in the process of collaborative engagements, team members’ views 
and practices of research were challenged and, to some extent, 
transformed. In this presentation, I will present examples of how 
research developed and discuss some of the implications of this 
clash of research traditions.
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Vadim Kimmelman
Professor at University of Bergen

Linguistic Research on Sign Languages and its Impact: 
Personal Reflection

Linguistic research on sign languages is apparently directly societally 
relevant as it concerns linguistic and cultural minorities: the deaf 
communities. However, the actual impact of basic and applied 
research on sign languages is far from straightforward (Hauland and 
Holmström 2019). In this presentation, I will briefly introduce three 
research projects on linguistic research on sign languages that I am 
involved with. The first project is funded by the Young CAS Fellow 
programme and concerns classifiers across sign languages; it is a 
theoretical project. The second is my ERC-funded project (starting in 
2023) on nonmanual markers in sign languages; the motivation for 
this project is theoretical, but it has a substantial applied component. 
The third project is on automatic sign language translation and 
recognition, conducted in Kazakhstan, where I collaborate with 
computer scientists; the project is primarily applied. I will reflect on 
the apparent and actual societal impact of these projects. 

Ben Schneider
Postdoctoral Fellow at Oslo Metropolitan University

History and Quality of Life

A core element of social science is analysis of how and why human 
living conditions change over time. Over recent decades researchers 
have taken a growing interest in broad measures of well-being, most 
notably through the Human Development Index. Debates about 
‘the standard of living’ are also foundational in historical social 
science, and scholars have investigated trends in the development 
of living conditions for more than 150 years. This presentation will 
describe how historical studies of well-being can inform public 
debates and policymaking, focusing on the potential for history 
to contribute to discussions about the future of work. Labour is 
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increasingly recognised as an important contributor to well-being, 
but there is growing concern about the potential for automation to 
transform or eliminate occupations in coming decades. Historical 
research has important strengths that complement contemporary 
economics research into the impacts of recent innovation. Studies 
of past technological transformations can provide a long-term 
perspective, highlight the multitude of potential technological paths 
and incorporate important social and political factors that shape the 
effects of innovation.

Cathrine Holst
Professor at University of Oslo

Is There Such a Thing as Basic Research on Public Policy?

At the outset, the study of contemporary public policy is an obvious 
candidate for an immensely applied field of academic study. Very 
often in research, discussions of policies come up at the point when 
researchers start thinking about how scientific insights and findings 
could have an impact and be put into use. However, in our research 
group, philosophers, lawyers and social scientists have joined forces 
to do basic research on policy development and policy choice. To 
be sure, the overarching research question of our group  – what is 
a good policy? – seems to have rather immediate social relevance. 
However, this question also raises problems of a fundamental sort 
regarding justice, democracy and the feasibility of public priorities. 
This is a reminder that we should think of the distinction between 
applied and basic research not so much in terms of topics and fields, 
but also in terms of approaches and questions.
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Jørn Øyrehagen Sunde
Professor at University of Oslo

An Aging Man Crosses his Tracks: 
The Relevance of Medieval Legislation in Modern Society

There are not many parallels between 13th and 21st century 
Norway. However, even if there are few similarities between the 
infant and the aging man, they are the same person, just in different 
stages of life. It hence might be a fruitful approach to 13th century 
Norway to view it as in the early stage of its formation when King 
Magnus 6 issued his Norwegian Code of the Realm in 1274. With the 
Code, Magnus 6 established a tradition for pursuing politics through 
legislation, cooperative government, consensus-based politics and 
balance of interests, and law as a national identity icon. Not because 
the tradition ran unchallenged from 1274 to the present, but 
because new political action pushed it on when it ran out of speed. 

Kjetil Lysne Voje
Associate Professor at UiO Natural History Museum

A Number is Not a Number: 
The Importance of Measurement Theory

How do we know Mount Everest is taller than K2, or that the CO2 
concentration in the atmosphere has been increasing for decades? 
Measurement – the act of assigning numbers to entities we intend 
to study – is a crucial part of any quantitative science. Measurement 
theory is a branch of applied mathematics that provides guidance on 
how to extract meaning from empirical observations. However, and 
despite its critical role in conducting good science, measurement 
theory remains virtually unknown in large parts of biology. This is 
also true in paleobiology, a field applying quantitative analyses on 
data from the fossil record to describe and explain the origin, loss 
and evolution of biodiversity on Earth. 



In this talk, I will give a brief introduction to measurement theory 
and show how it is useful in the study of the evolution of life on 
earth. I also exemplify the relevance of measurement theory outside 
academia.

Bjørn Erik Reinseth
CEO of Oslo Science Park

How to Get More Value Creation

Academia’s main purpose is education and research. However, both 
universities and society at large will benefit from the attention to 
increased value creation in academia. Changing cultures can be a 
cumbersome process, but significant steps can be made with a focus 
on incentives, structures, relevant arenas and meeting places.
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